
The annual Chiesman Democracy Conference explores research and public 
service projects devoted to improving democratic governance and civic 
education. The 2026 Democracy Conference will feature exciting updates 
from the Center, a keynote with Steve Jarding, an update by state 
legislators about the 2026 session, a democracy research panel, and an 
America 250 panel examining the role of protest in American democracy. 

Attendance is free for all attendees, but registration is required.

To Speak on the Need for Leaders to Become Better 
Communicators in Order to Make Democracies Stronger

PROGRAM

9 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

1:45 p.m.

2 p.m.

10:15 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

11:45 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Welcome & Chiesman 
Happenings

Lunch & 
Democracy Chats

Keynote Speaker: 
Steve Jarding on 
Democracy, Leadership 
& Communication

Chiesman Supported 
Research & Projects

Coffee Break

Civic Engagement Award 
& Closing Remarks

250 years of America

Coffee Break

State of Democracy 
with SD Lawmakers

Julia Hellwege, Ph.D., Director of the 
Chiesman Center for Democracy at USD

Harvard professor, international 
communications expert, 
and USD alumnus

Reflecting on the years since the 
Declaration of Independence

If you are a person with a disability and need a 
special accommodation to fully participate, please 
contact the Office of Accessibility at least 48 hours 
before an event. Students and the public can 
contact the Office of Accessibility at 605-658-3745 
or accessibility@usd.edu. Faculty and staff should 
contact Human Resources at 605-658-3660.

Leadership is about more than decision-making; the most successful 
leaders have excellent communication skills, are able to connect with 
others and can effectively earn the trust of those around them.
 
Steve Jarding, a Harvard professor and international communications 
expert, will be on campus to outline why democracy needs new 
leaders and why leaders need to know how to communicate and 
connect—now more than ever. In his presentation, Jarding will recap 
a new paradigm of professional communication that emphasizes 
emotion and passion. Attendees will learn how to maneuver the 
three hurdles to becoming a great speaker: the need for a speaker to 
establish credibility, believability and likeability. Jarding’s training is 
for everyone—from beginners to experienced public speakers.
 
With clients including 11 presidents and prime ministers, Nobel Prize 
laureates, and thousands of business executives and professionals, 
Jarding brings a wealth of knowledge and techniques for delivering 
a great speech, successfully commanding difficult communication 
settings and making a message come alive. 

Keynote Speaker: Steve Jarding

REGISTER NOW APRIL 9 | 9A.M. - 3:30P.M.
NEUHARTH FREEDOM FORUM

3 p.m.


