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Health A�airs
Organizational Chart

Vice President Health A�airs
and

Dean, Sanford School of Medicine
Tim Ridgway

Executive Assistant to Vice President/Dean
Carmen Hammond

Associate Dean
Academic Development

and Faculty A�airs
Jason Kemnitz

Dean
Graduate Medical Education

Nedd Brown

Senior Academic 
Dean

Lori Hansen

Associate Dean (interim)
Medical Education

Benjamin Aaker

Assistant Dean
Medical Education
Pillar 2 Director
Alan Sazama

Executive Director
Center for Disabilities

Eric Kurtz

Associate Dean
Rapid City Campus 

  Matthew Simmons

Associate Dean
Sioux Falls Campus 

Michelle Schimelpfenig

Associate Dean
Yankton Campus 
April Willman

Family Medicine (interim)
Carolyn Gilbertson 

Psychiatry
Timothy Soundy

Internal Medicine
Eric Larson

OB/GYN
Keith Hansen

Neurosciences
Jerome Freeman

Surgery
Gary Timmerman

Addiction Counseling & Prevention
Kelly Bass

Health Sciences Major
Amy Nelson

Physical Therapy
Patti Berg-Poppe

Dental Hygiene
Miranda Drake

Medical Laboratory Sciences
Kari Potter

Occupational Therapy
Whitney Lucas-Molitor

Physician Assistant
Wade Nilson

Social Work
Kelly Bass

Pathology
DesiRae Muirhead

Pediatrics
Michelle Baack
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Associate Dean 
for Administration

Basic Biomedical Sciences
(PhD and MS Grad Programs)

Daniel Bird

Associate Dean
Community Health
and Engagement

DenYelle Kenyon

Dean
Health Sciences

Haifa Abou Samra

Associate Dean (interim)
Medical Student A�airs

Suzanne Reuter

Director
Parry Center

Valeriy Kozmenko

Assistant Dean
Medical Student A�airs

& Admissions
Pasquale Manzerra

Dean 
Basic Biomedical Sciences
Dean Vermillion Campus

William Mayhan

Nursing
Anne Pithan 

Assistant Dean
Community Health
and Engagement

VACANT

Associate Dean
Rural Medicine (interim)

Jason Wickersham

Undergraduate Public Health
Amy Nelson

Center for the Prevention
of Child Maltreatment

Christina Young

Health Sciences Ph.D.
Kory Zimney

Interprofessional Education
Health Center  (IHEC)

Sabina Kupershmidt

Masters of Public Health
DenYelle Kenyon

Associate Dean for Faculty A�airs
Kory Zimney

Nurse Anesthesia Practice Program
Shauna Rich Jacobson

Research and Innovation
Bridget Diamond Welch

Associate Dean for Academics
Ranelle Nissen

Department Chairs

Assistant Director
Parry Center

Anneka Mikel

Pillar 3
Director

Byron Nielsen

Applied Behavioral Analysis
Ryan Groeneweg

Public Health and Health Sciences
Haifa Abou Samra

Chief Wellbeing 
O�cer

Craig Uthe

Director of Finance
Michelle Mashlan

Pillar 1 Director
Basic Biomedical Sciences

  Bruce Cueves

MD/PhD Program
Director

Xuejun Wang

Coordinator
Medical Student Research

Nikki Hinrich


